
Summer Reading 2021 Northside High School Advanced English 9  
Mr. A. Dale Bayless. 

I look forward to working with you in 9th grade Advanced English.  ***Take risks with these 
assignments – don’t worry about whether your reaction is the “right” one or not just let it be 
“yours” and not compliments of Sparknotes.  Have a great summer, and I look forward to 
meeting you in the fall.  Please email  Mr. Bayless if you have questions or concerns. 
abayless@rcps.us 

***NOTE - Students are asked to use their own thoughts, observations, and words on these 
assignments.  Copying information from Sparknotes.com, Enotes.com, or any other source 
is prohibited and considered plagiarism and is unacceptable.  Students must remember 
that Mr. Bayless has access to these same sources and will be checking. 

The Assignments: 

1.  Book Cards for Animal Farm by George Orwell         

2.   Pre-AP Summer Reading “Book of Choice”   

Assignment One 

Book Card Rubric: 

Title, the author, student’s full name                                            3 pts. 

Setting    (times, places, social context)                                       6 pts. 

Character Descriptions w/ 2 direct quotes  

3 character 15pts 

2 quotes per character 12pts                                           27 pts. 

Craft & Structure                                                                        25 pts. 

Response to questions                                                                 20 pts. 

                                                                        Total:                   80 pts. 

 

Animal Farm by George Orwell 

Read it online at 
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks01/0100011h.html 
 
 
For the novel listed above, complete the book card assignment following the directions listed 
below. If you would like or feel more comfortable using your laptop, you may also do this as 
digital assignment. There are multiple digital index cards available online. 
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*Use 4 X 6 index cards 

*Handwrite in black ink – Typed assignments are fine but still must be on the index cards.  

*Observe paragraphing - Paragraph format with topic sentences – not bulleted points. 

*Use your own words 

*Use complete sentences on ALL cards. 

*Place the cards in a zip-lock sandwich bag or use a rubber band to secure them. 

  

Include the following cards: 

1.  Cover Card: Print the Title of the Book and the Author’s Name.   Also, include your full 
name and the name of the class., Pre-AP 9th grade Lit./Comp. (You may receive 2 extra points 
for creativity and/or artwork on cover.)   

2.  Setting Card: time period, place or geographical locations.  

3.  Character Cards: Identify & Describe the Characters (at least 3 characters) 

• At least one 4x6 card per character - Fill the card with descriptions and information about the 
character. 

• Also, identify whether or not the character(s) are the protagonist, antagonist, dynamic, static, flat, 
round, etc. 

• On the back of the card, include two important quotes as evidence of direct or indirect 
characterization. 

• Be sure to include the page/pages where the quotes are found in the book.  
• Please remember the difference between dialogue and a direct quote taken from text 

as evidence.  

4.  Craft & Structure – The writer’s distinctive manner of arranging words and phrases to suit 
his or her ideas and purpose in writing is the use of elements of style. Students are to select 
only three specific elements found in the novel and write a card for each.  

• At least one 4x6 card per element explaining the representation and significance/meaning of the 
element 

• Include two important direct quotes from the text as examples of the element. 
• Be sure to include the page/pages where the evidence is found in the book. 

Elements of style may include the use of the following:  

• Tone: speaker’s attitude 

• Figurative Language: metaphor, simile, personification, allusion 



• Imagery (words or phrases that express one or more of the 5 senses) 
• Mood 
• Point of View 
• Use of Time:  flashback, framework, or flash-forward 
• Symbols  

5. Also questions to answer for the book that will not be on cards: (3-5 paragraphs) 

If you were an animal on the farm, how would you react to the situations presented in this book? 
Which species or specific animal would you be and why?  How would you as that animal feel 
about how you and the other animals are treated? About how the farm is run? Why are some 
animals more equal than others? What does the term “more equal than others” mean to you and 
to your choice of animal? 

 

 Assignment #2 

Directions:  

Read and select one book from the list of young adult books listed below. While you read a book 
of your choice, do your best to answer the questions below. These questions will be used to 
discuss the books and help you with an assignment when school returns in August. I will take the 
questions up as a grade. Choose a book that you have not read!  

October Sky – Homer Hickam 

Call of the Wild – Jack London  

A Separate Piece – John Knowles 

The Help – Kathryn Stockett 

The Chosen – Chaim Potok 

As you are reading think about the following questions. Be prepared to discuss questions like 
these during the first week(s) of class. If you are able to answer these types of questions, you 
will likely be well-prepared for any task(s) your teacher assigns.  
• What confused you or surprised you in this text?  
• As you read this text, describe how you felt. For example, were you bored, caught up, thinking 
about characters, thinking about how you might react if in the same situation, enjoying the 
author’s writing style, or enjoying the humor or suspense?  
• Which events in the text are most connected to the setting?  
• Which character or characters did you think learned the hardest or most important lessons in 
this text? Why did you choose that character?  
• Which character changed the most in the text? How did that character change? What did you 
learn about that character in watching that change? What did you learn about yourself?  
• Which passage in the text would you consider most significant or most important? Why? Did 
that passage help shape what you considered to be the message of this text?  
 



The following concepts are ideas that you can take note of while reading. These will help you 
understand the text and begin to “have a conversation with the text”. This and the above 
questions will work with most books including the two that you will be reading for this class 
over the summer. Use these questions as a guide to help you better understand the text.  

  

What kinds of things should I take note of while reading?  

• words and phrases that wowed you or confused you  
• important scenes or key sections of dialogue  
• character descriptions, key decisions, motivations, and flaws  
• questions and inferences that pop into your head as you are reading  
• connections you make to other texts, films, t.v. shows, or to your personal life  
• figurative language (allusions, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.) used effectively  
 
 
 

 

I will be available for Webex and email all summer if you have questions or need 
clarification. I am truly looking forward to seeing how well you do with this work.  

A.Dale Bayless, Northside High School 

English, Theater, Journalism 

abayless@rcps.us 


